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INDULGE YOUR
WANDERLUST
ØØ Stay in jungle resorts and eco-lodges
ØØ See orangutans at the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center
ØØ Cruise up remote rivers in search of proboscis monkeys and macaques
ØØ Visit Turtle Island, a preferred spot for mother
turtles to lay their eggs
ØØ Experience traditional tribal culture
ØØ Explore unique cave systems, home to millions of
nesting swiftlets
ØØ Tour with an expert on Borneo’s flora and fauna

DIVERSE WILDLIFE, ORANGUTAN SANCTUARY, AERIAL
FOREST WALKS, TURTLE HATCHERY, CAVES, BIRDING,
RIVER CRUISING, ISLAND VISITS, LOCAL CULTURE
The pristine rainforests of Borneo are a treasure-trove of rare and unique species of plants and
animals, one of the Earth’s greatest hotspots of biodiversity. In Kinabalu National Park alone
there are more than 1,000 species of orchids, and some 300 species of birds. From shoreline
mangroves to mountaintop oak forests, Borneo’s varied environments provide habitats for a host
of the world’s rarest and most remarkable animals, from clouded leopards to huge monitor lizards.
Borneo’s tangled canopies also provide some of the last habitats in the world for the rare proboscis
monkey and the orangutan, Malay for “man of the forest.”
A well-developed infrastructure makes observing wildlife in Borneo a delight. The dense forest
canopy features amazing aerial catwalks where one literally gets a bird’s-eye view of the profuse
wildlife, and well-marked trails lead to beautiful waterfalls and natural swimming pools. On this
journey, we will also visit Turtle Island, one of the most important sea turtle conservation centers
in Southeast Asia, and Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center, where orphaned orangutans are
taught skills that allow them to successfully re-adapt to the wild.

TRAVEL SOLO

BOOK EARLY. BOOK OFTEN.

We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining
our small group trips.

Reward your travel addiction with 5% discounts for
early bookings and repeat travelers on small group trips.
For details visit www.atj.com/group-trips.

For details visit www.atj.com/group-trips.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742
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TRIP OVERVIEW

The fisherman’s houses in Sim Sim water village are built on stilts

DAILY ITINERARY

DAY 3 SANDAKAN

Note: Initials B, L, D after each day’s descriptions indicate which meals are included
in the land cost of the trip.

Fly to Sandakan this morning. On arrival, explore Sim Sim water village,
named as such because the local fishermen’s houses are built on stilts
above the water and accessed via plank walkways. Then visit Puh Jih
Syh Temple, a Chinese Buddhist temple perched high above town. The
central market is next, followed by the Agnes Keith House, where the
American author lived during World War II.

DAY 1 KOTA KINABALU
Welcome to Borneo. Upon arrival in Kota Kinabalu, you will be transferred
to our resort to meet our Tour Leader and your fellow travelers. Today will
be free to relax and enjoy the resort on your own.
For those who arrive early in the day, a visit to the Orangutan Nature
Reserve can be arranged through the resort. There are two departures
daily: 10:00 and 14:00 (2 pm).
Overnight at Shangri La’s Rasa Ria Resort
Set amidst a nature reserve, the resort enchants endlessly with its natural magic. The
resort’s reserve is home to rescued and orphaned animals that are taught survival skills
so they can return to the wild and thrive.

DAY 2 KOTA KINABALU
Depart in the early morning for a two-hour journey through
breathtaking scenery to Kinabalu National Park, a UNESCO World
Heritage site. A guided nature walk with the Park’s naturalist provides
an introduction to the area, as will a visit to the botanical garden, which
showcases some of the many species of plants found in the area. Enjoy
lunch at a local restaurant and then view a presentation on the park’s
botanic diversity before returning to Kota Kinabalu. Reconvene at the
resort this evening for a buffet-style welcome dinner.
Overnight at Shangri La’s Rasa Ria Resort (B,L,D)
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After lunch, watch afternoon feeding time at the Labuk Bay Proboscis
Monkey Sanctuary, located in the center of the Semawang Mangrove
Forest. These monkeys have pendulous noses that give them a comical
appearance to us, but that their mates find irresistible.
Dinner tonight will be at our hotel.
Overnight at the Four Points by Sheraton Sandakan (B,L,D)
Located in the heart of Sandakan, Four Points by Sheraton offers a sleek, modern
retreat with lovely views of the waterfront and mountainous interior. Rooms are
equipped with the latest technology and feature stylish, contemporary decor. An outdoor
swimming pool, spa and onsite restaurant round out the property as one of
Sandakan’s best.

DAY 4 SEPILOK ORANGUTAN CENTER /
KINABATANGAN ABAI SUKAU VILLAGE
Early this morning, depart Sandakan for Sepllok by boat and continue
to the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center where orphaned and
formerly captive orangutans are introduced back into the wild. We
will have the chance to observe them at their feeding stations in the
rainforest, which affords a thrilling up-close encounter of these
amazing animals.
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DAY 6 SUKAU / SELINGAN (TURTLE) ISLAND
This morning, return to Sandakan by boat and then embark on the
exhilarating, scenic speedboat ride to Selingan (Turtle) Island. Upon
arrival, check into our chalets and have lunch at the restaurant. The
afternoon is then free for relaxing, bird watching or swimming in the
crystal clear waters. In the evening, a park ranger will lead us in the
search for green turtles that have come ashore to lay their eggs.
Note: Please bring only a daypack with a bathing suit, change of clothes,
toiletries and a camera on this overnight excursion. Additional luggage
may be securely left behind in Sandakan.
Overnight at the Selingan Island Park Chalets (B,L,D)
These comfortable, furnished bungalows afford direct access to nightly turtle egg-laying
on the beach.

DAY 7 SELINGAN TURTLE ISLAND / LAHAD DATU /
TABIN WILDLIFE RESERVE

Green sea turtles at Turtle Island

Next visit the Borean Sun Bear Conservation Centre. The center rescues
captured sun bears and is involved in their conservation, welfare and
rehabilitation as well as educational initiatives. Over 30 sun bears live at
the center.
After lunch, transfer back to the jetty in Sandakan for a boat excursion
along the Kinabatangan River. Keep an eye out for the proboscis
monkeys, macaques, langurs, birds and reptiles along the shore. After
stopping for lunch at the Abai Jungle Restaurant, continue by boat to
Sukau to check into our lodge. Another river cruise up the Menanggul
River will be offered in the late afternoon.

After an early breakfast, return to Sandakan by boat and begin the
two-and-a-half-hour drive to Lahad Datu. After lunch in Lahad Datu,
continue along a gravel road for two-and-a-half-hours, arriving this
afternoon at the Tabin Wildlife Reserve, one of the largest reserves in
Borneo. Here, visit a natural mud “volcano,” which serves as a mineral
and salt lick for wildlife.
A 20-minute walk through the jungle allows access to an elevated open
area where animal footprints in the mud can be observed. Also ascend
an observation tower to view the forest canopy and the landscapes below.
After dinner at our lodge, enjoy a slide presentation on the unique ecosystem of this reserve, followed by a night safari to search for nocturnal
wildlife and birds.
Overnight at the Tabin Wildlife Resort (B,L,D)
This intimate, 20-room resort features traditional timber chalets discreetly perched in
the rainforest along the Lipad River.

Overnight at the Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge (B,L,D)

A variety of birds and small mammals can be sighted from each private balcony.

Our eco-lodge features lovely chalets on elevated walkways above the riverside wetlands.
Please note this property has fans but no air conditioning.

DAY 5 KINABATANGAN WILDLIFE SANCTUARY / OXBOW LAKE / GOMANTONG CAVES
Early this morning, take a boat to nearby Oxbow Lake, a prime spot for
bird watching and viewing wildlife. After a chance to explore the lush
lakeside forest, return to the lodge for breakfast.
In the afternoon, set out to explore Gomantong Caves. A 15-minute
plank walk leads to the cave entrance. Gomantong is home to the largest
bird’s nest cave in Sabah where millions of bats and swiflets build
their nests. The swiflets’ nests are regularly collected at great personal
risk to make famed bird’s nest soup, a valued Chinese specialty. Late
afternoon, venture out on another river cruise down the Menanggul
and Kinabatangan Rivers, returning to the lodge at dusk.
Optional: Weather permitting, venture out on a night safari to glimpse
rarely seen nocturnal creatures.
Overnight at the Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge (B,L,D)
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Proboscis Monkeys with their unusual pendulous noses.
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DAY 8 TABIN WILDLIFE RESERVE

DAY 12 LAHAD DATU / KOTA KINABALU

This morning, take an early morning bird walk to discover Tabin’s bird
life—nearly 300 different species thrive within this habitat. After breakfast
at our lodge, walk through the lush rainforest to discover the rich diversity
of plants, insects, and animals found in the area. At the Lipad Waterfall,
take a dip in the refreshing waters if you are so inclined. Alternatively,
explore the surrounding rainforest on foot or simply relax. In the
afternoon, the Tabin Rainforest Foot Soak, made with a natural blend of
herbs to relax tired muscles after long jungle treks, may be just what the
doctor ordered.

This morning offers one more chance to do some bird watching on the
canopy walkway. After lunch, we will board our flight from Lahad Datu
back to Kota Kinabalu. This evening, we will convene for a farewell
dinner at our resort’s restaurant, known for its authentic
Cantonese cuisine.
Overnight at Shangri La’s Tanjung Aru Resort (B,L,D)
This modern seaside resort sits on a beautiful beach surrounded by 25 acres of lush
tropical gardens and offers large and airy rooms. Facilities at this property include eight
restaurants and bars and a full range of recreational activities.

Overnight at the Tabin Wildlife Resort (B,L,D)

DAY 13 KOTA KINABALU / HOME OR EXTEND

DAY 9 TABIN WILDLIFE RESERVE / LAHAD DATU /
DANUM VALLEY
This morning, enjoy another nature walk, keeping an eye out for
macaques and other small mammals. Then depart for Lahad Datu and
continue on to the Danum Valley. This valley is home to virtually pristine
forests and extraordinary natural abundance.

Today, you will be transferred to the airport for your flights home, or
begin a custom private extension. (B)

Nature walks, evening treks and spotlit night drives will provide amble
opportunity to enjoy this remarkable wilderness. At least 110 species of
mammals call this forest home, including one of the largest populations
of wild orangutans, Asian elephants, gibbons, slow lorises, giant flying
squirrels, Malayan sun bears, bearded pigs and yellow barking deer.
The forest is also home to 275 species of birds, including crested
fireback pheasants and rhinoceros hornbills, and some of the world’s
biggest butterflies and moths. It’s a feast for the senses and a spectacular
experience for lovers of wildlife.
After lunch, discover the canopy via a walkway suspended 150 feet above
the forest floor. Weather permitting, after dinner, take a night safari to
spot nocturnal wildlife.
Overnight at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge (B,L,D)
Our eco-lodge features stilted chalets and bungalows, built and finished with local
hardwoods. With access to the treetop canopy, the Borneo Rainforest Lodge is the
perfect place to enjoy immersion in nature and an up-close wildlife experience combined
with modern amenities. The lodge employs naturalists who are on hand to answer your
wildlife questions.

Watch for birds on the canopy walkway.

DAY 10 DANUM VALLEY
Following breakfast, depart for a trek along the “Coffin Trail” that leads
to an ancient Kadazan-Dusun burial site. The one-and-a-half-mile uphill
climb is rewarded with magnificent views.
Return to the lodge for lunch and then spend the afternoon hiking the
Hornbill Trail in search of wildlife. After dinner, depart for another night
walk in search of nocturnal creatures.
Overnight at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge (B,L,D)

DAY 11 DANUM VALLEY
This morning, hike the Serpent Trail and Fairy Trail in search of more
wildlife. The afternoon is free to continue exploring the lush rainforest or
to relax at the lodge. After dinner tonight, there is a chance for one last
night safari.
Overnight at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge (B,L,D)

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742
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SEASONED EXPERTS
camps in Africa. Please note that room types and room locations may
differ in all locations.

2. WHAT IS THE GROUP SIZE?

Explore the lush rainforest in Danum Valley.

TOUR LEADERS
Our hand-picked Tour Leaders are the best in the business, possessing
an unparalleled understanding of our destinations’ art, culture and
history. They also boast skills in one of the most important parts of any
trip—human interaction. That, along with their intimate knowledge and
enthusiasm, distinguishes our Tour Leaders from others in the industry.

“Our Tour Leader deserves the HIGHEST praise. She is an
outstanding guide and the mutual respect between she and the
villagers was remarkable.”
— Rebecca and Sam S., Small Group Travelers, 2016

EXPERIENCE COUNTS
Our expertise in Borneo is unparalleled, which is why we are the
company of choice in Borneo for the World Wildlife Fund and the
Harvard Museum of Natural History, as well as discerning individuals.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. WHERE DO WE STAY?
Our accommodations range from deluxe beach resorts to comfortable
yet basic jungle eco-lodges. Please note that several properties, such as
the Borneo Rainforest Lodge and Kinabatangan Lodge do not have air
conditioning. In the more basic jungle eco-lodges, be prepared for basic
amenities and toiletries, though all rooms do feature en-suite bathrooms.
Turtle Island offers no toiletries in the rooms—please pack what you
will need. We are proud of the choice of accommodation on this trip,
which reflect the highest quality local offerings, but please do not expect
luxury—these rainforest lodges are not comparable to deluxe safari

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

We travel in small groups, between 6 and 18 participants. We strive
to provide the best possible travel experience and believe large groups
preclude an intimate cultural experience. Please note that we reserve
the right to add special guests to any departure, including those with the
maximum number of participants. If a group falls below 6 participants,
your Travel Expert will contact you to discuss your options—either
converting the itinerary to a Custom Journey or transferring your booking
to another Small Group Departure. Per our Terms & Conditions, we
cannot be held responsible for additional expenses (air ticket changes and
fees, visa fees, medical expenses, etc.) incurred by group members whose
trip is cancelled or re-scheduled for any reason. We strongly advise against
the purchase of non-changeable and/or non-refundable airfares and urge
you to purchase comprehensive travel insurance.

3. HOW DIFFICULT IS THIS TRIP?
This is a moderately paced tour with lots of walking during wildlife
outings. It may be hot, humid and crowded at times. Walks and treks
may be very slippery due to packed clay and mud trails. Transport will
be by coach or minivan (with a few long drives on bumpy roads) and
small boats.

4. WHAT ABOUT THE WEATHER?
Borneo features a tropical climate that is hot and humid year round.
Monsoon patterns on the peninsula and the island are complex, but
March through October is generally the best time to visit. Temperatures
this time of year are typically around 75-90°Fahrenheit, with
high humidity.

5. SHOULD I EXERCISE BEFORE GOING ON THE
TRIP?
Yes. Travelers should be reasonably fit, in good health and able to
participate in moderately strenuous activities, otherwise experiences
will be missed. These include walks of up to two miles over uneven and
sometimes muddy, slippery terrain. Equally important is a
flexible attitude.

6. ARE WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS GUARANTEED?
You will certainly see wildlife, but we cannot guarantee that you will
see a particular species in any one particular place. Wildlife sightings
vary due to jungle coverage, food availability, weather and other factors
beyond our control. There is an excellent chance of seeing the species
represented in the photographs on this itinerary, as well as many more
birds and animals, but the areas we visit are not zoos: by definition the
wildlife is wild and unpredictable. This is its great allure, but it also
means no reputable company can guarantee a sighting.
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THE FINE PRINT
INCLUSIONS

EXCLUSIONS

Guaranteed departures for all group trips with a minimum of
6 passengers.

All airfare. Estimates do not include current taxes and surcharges and
are subject to change without notice.

Twin-sharing accommodations. In the unlikely event that specified hotels
are not available for a given departure, we reserve the right to make
suitable same-class substitutions without notice.

Visas. It is your responsibility to obtain necessary visas for Malaysia and
any additional destinations visited during your travels. Please visit
www.atj.com/travel-resources for assistance.

Single Supplement: A single supplement must be paid under the
following conditions: 1. If single accommodations are requested, (once
requested, single supplement changes are not allowed without prior
approval, or penalties may apply) or: 2. If we cannot match you with a
same gender roommate, or: 3. If you reject your roommate either before
or during the trip (a room of your own is not guaranteed in this instance,
and is subject to availability).

All snacks, extra personal beverages & bottled water, etc. other than
during designated group meals.

Meals as designated on the itinerary, when taken with the group. Nonalcoholic beverages, bottled water and local beer included with all group
meals. Bottled water included during all touring.
Airport transfers for group flights; all transfers to and from hotels for
group activities and sightseeing tours unless you separate from the group
after the completion of the group activity.
All tips for ground staff, drivers, and hotel porters, etc. Members
requiring special or additional services from ground staff should plan to
tip accordingly.
Entrance fees, camera fees, domestic and international airport departure
taxes for group flights, domestic permits.
Pre-departure materials, including a customized Travel Guide with
background information, packing list, cultural primer, medical
information and reading list.
A $300,000 Emergency Medical Evacuation policy, and a $5,000
Emergency Medical Insurance and Assistance policy.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

Passport, video fees, excess baggage fees, laundry, medical and
evacuation expenses and any other items of a personal nature not
specifically included above.
Tips for your tour leader are not included but are greatly appreciated.
We suggest as a guideline the figure of $20 per person per day.
ADDITIONAL INSURANCE OF ANY KIND, including trip
cancellation/interruption/delay, additional medical, and lost baggage
insurance. (We highly recommend that you purchase these items!)
Any and all expenses resulting from delays arising beyond our direct
control due to bad weather, trail, river, sea, and/or road conditions;
sickness; government action; and any other transportation delays for any
reason beyond our direct control.
Sufficient funds should be carried for this possibility. Credits may not be
available for group arrangements missed for the previous reasons.
Optional activities, free-day activities, including any additional stopover
arrangements not specifically included in the group itinerary. We can of
course make additional arrangements for you. Extra charges will apply.
Note: Prices subject to change. Itinerary and all terms & conditions subject to
change without notice, either before departure or after commencement of the program.
Due to frequent changes in air schedules and the complex nature of this itinerary, the
possibility does exist that the order of events may change from what is reflected herein.
All programs are subject to the ‘Terms and Conditions’ and ‘Responsibilities’ sections
of our sign-up packet.
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BOOK YOUR BORNEO ADVENTURE

A stay at Shangri La’s Tanjung Aru Resort combines rest and relaxation.

TRIP OVERVIEW

TRIPS AT A GLANCE

INTERNAL AIR
Prices are approximate and subject to change until ticketed.

INCLUDES
Stylish accommodations, expert tour leadership, most meals, medical and
evacuation insurance, etc. See Inclusions for complete list.

Departure
Date

Land
Cost

Internal
Air

Single
Supplement

May 22 - Jun 3, 2018

$7,345

$310

$1,285

May 21 – Jun 2, 2019*

$7,710

$325

$1,350

INTERNATIONAL AIR
Please call our in-house air department for a current quote.

DESTINATIONS

*Dates and rates are subject to change if booked more than 10 months in advance.
We recommend you do not purchase non-refundable/severe penalty air tickets prior to
confirmation.

Kota Kinabalu, Kinabalu NP, Sandakan, Selingan Island, Sepilok
Orangutan Center, Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary, Tabin Wildlife
Reserve, Sukau Village, Gomantong Caves, Danum Valley, Lahad Datu.

CUSTOMIZE IT
This journey can be made on a private basis around your dates for just
you, your friends or family. Or add on a private pre-trip or
post-trip extension.

BOOK YOUR TRIP
Call or email a Travel Expert to collaborate on creating
your custom trip of a lifetime.

TRAVEL SOLO

travel@atj.com
800-642-2742

We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining our small group
trips. For details visit www.atj.com/group-trips.
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