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TREASURES OF INDIA:
FEATURING THE PUSHKAR CAMEL FAIR

Small Group Trip

16 Days
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Arabian
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Bay Of Bengal

Take time to truly connect with local villagers.
Indian Ocean

INDULGE YOUR
WANDERLUST
Ø

Watch the sun rise above the mesmerizing
Taj Mahal

Ø

Take a camel-cart ride through the fairground
around dunes

Ø

Explore palaces and fortresses

Ø

Visit the Bishnois people, India’s ﬁrst
conservationists

Ø

Get a behind-the-scenes interpretation of the
Pushkar Camel Fair

Ø

Tour Delhi’s UNESCO sites, Buddhist temples
and Hindu shrines

Ø

Travel with an expert on Indian culture

Ø

Enjoy cooking session with local chef

DIVERSE RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS, MAHARAJAS’
PALACES, TEMPLES, FORTRESSES, GANGES CRUISE, TAJ
MAHAL, PUSHKAR CAMEL FAIR, UNESCO SITES, DELUXE
ACCOMMODATIONS
India is one of the world’s great civilizations and perhaps its greatest travel destination. Cultures
and religions have coexisted together for ages, each expressing its traditions in magnificent artistic,
philosophic and architectural accomplishments. On this journey, your finger will be firmly on
India’s spiritual pulse as we survey its most important cultural centers and UNESCO World
Heritage sites.
Become familiar with the urban centers of Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, rich in history and
buzzing with life. Then visit the region’s timeless, somnolent villages, little changed by the
centuries. Gain deep insight into India’s history, from the Mughal empires through colonialism and
into the contemporary age. Rub shoulders with mystics, musicians, camel-wallahs, priests, dancers
and vendors of all description at the colorful Pushkar Camel Fair. Savor artful cuisine renowned
throughout the world.
Throughout this journey, experience exquisite accommodations, including restored palaces that lie
just outside the bustle of major cities and attractions. We’re confident their amazing architecture
and old-world opulence will be a highlight of your trip to India.

TRAVEL SOLO

BOOK EARLY. BOOK OFTEN.

We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining
our small group trips.

Reward your travel addiction with 5% discounts for
early bookings and repeat travelers on small group trips.
For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742
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TRIP OVERVIEW

Marvel at the exquisite architecture of the Oberoi Amarvilas Hotel in Agra.

DAILY ITINERARY

DAY 3 DELHI / VARANASI

Note: Initials B, L, D after each day’s descriptions indicate which meals are included
in the land cost of the trip.

This morning, fly to Varanasi, one of the oldest cities in the world. After
lunch, take a short drive to Sarnath. Buddha preached his first and most
sacred sermon here after achieving enlightenment and Sarnath’s myriad
temples, shrines, stupas and monasteries commemorate this
historic event.

DAY 1 DELHI
On arrival in Delhi, you will be transferred to the group hotel to check in
and enjoy a well-deserved night’s sleep.
Overnight at the Imperial Hotel
First among the legendary “Four Maidens of the East,” the Imperial is reckoned to be
among the finest hotels in Asia. A mixture of Victorian, old colonial and playful art-deco
touches define this luxurious property. It is set in eight acres of landscaped gardens, in the
heart of the premium shopping district of New Delhi.

DAY 2 DELHI
This morning, convene as a group and begin our exploration of
Delhi. Perhaps no other city in the world is so steeped in history and
legend as the Indian capital. It was the magnet that drew the Mongols,
Turks, Persians, Afghans, Mughals and finally the British, all of whom
contributed to its glorious but turbulent history.
Begin by exploring the iconic sites of Old Delhi, including the
17th-century Jama Masjid, India’s largest mosque. After lunch, visit
the Sikh temple of Bangla Sahib Gurudwara and Humayun’s Tomb, a
UNESCO World Heritage site and predecessor to the Taj Mahal. This
evening, reconvene as a group for our welcome dinner.
Overnight at the Imperial Hotel (B,L,D)

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

Back in Varanasi, we will make our way to the banks of the sacred
Ganges to visit the famed ghats (steps leading into the river) and witness
an aarti (sacred Hindu blessing) ceremony that takes place each evening.
This blessing is an offering to the gods in which Hindu holy men light
candles and oil lamps, play music, ring bells and chant. Respectful
visitors are welcome to witness these ancient rites, which date back three
thousand years. After the ceremony, the remainder of the evening is free
to explore on your own or relax at the hotel.
Overnight at the Gateway Hotel Ganges (B,L)
This fabulous hotel is a haven of peace and tranquility, offering luxury, elegance and
timeless hospitality amidst 40 verdant acres of garden.

DAY 4 VARANASI / AGRA
At dawn, descend once more to the banks of the Ganges River, from
which the life of the entire subcontinent seems to pulse. Board a private
boat and cruise the river watching as thousands of devout Hindus perform
their morning bathing rituals in her sacred waters. A cacophonous jumble
of merchants, barbers, wandering ascetics and tea stall proprietors provide
a uniquely Indian backdrop to the ancient rituals taking place on the
sandstone steps.
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After breakfast back at our hotel, set out for the famed “Pink City” of
Jaipur, stopping en route at Kanota Castle for high tea. We will arrive
in the late afternoon when the pink sandstone of Jaipur emits an almost
ethereal glow as the setting sun colors its walls a darkening, dusty rose.
Dinner will be on your own this evening.
Overnight at the Oberoi Rajvilas (B,L)
This incredible property has been voted the second best in the world and the number
one in Asia by Travel + Leisure magazine. Superlative in every sense, it embodies the
gracious lifestyles of India’s legendary Rajput royalty—a stay is truly a once-in-alifetime experience.

DAY 7 JAIPUR / AMBER
Begin the day by driving just outside Jaipur to Amber to view the
impressive Amber Fort, stunningly situated on a hillside overlooking a
lake that reflects its towers and terraces.
Return to Jaipur for a delicious lunch feast and then enjoy a heritage
walk through the delightful old city and bazaar. In this colorful, noisy
warren of streets, one can buy just about anything, including jewelry,
enamel work, hand-printed fabrics and stone sculptures. The rest of the
day is free to explore on your own or relax at the hotel.
A holy man on the steps of Varanasi.

Overnight the Oberoi Rajvilas (B,L)

Return to our hotel for breakfast and then board our flight to Agra. On
arrival, check into our hotel. This afternoon visit Mehtab Bagh, on the
northern shores of the Yamuna River. From this prime viewing spot of
the Taj Mahal we will watch the sun set across the river.

DAY 8 JAIPUR

Overnight at the Oberoi Amarvilas (B,D)
The epitome of the majestic Mughal palace, this opulent former royal residence gazes
out onto the Taj Mahal. Agra’s premier address, redefining luxury in the heart of
India, it consistently ranks in Travel + Leisure magazine’s “World’s Best
Hotels” lists.

DAY 5 AGRA

This morning, visit the world-renowned Jantar Mantar astronomical
observatory. Commissioned by the learned and beloved Jai Singh II,
who began work on five observatories throughout India at the age of
20, Jantar Mantar is the largest and is still functional and remarkably
accurate. It is now used to forecast local weather, make monsoon
predictions and cast ritual horoscopes. Also visit the nearby City Palace.
The palace museum houses rare manuscripts, costumes, carpets,
miniature paintings and an armory showcasing weaponry of the
legendary Rajputs, a caste of royal warriors.
This afternoon, you will again have time to explore on your own. Reconvene

After breakfast enjoy a heritage walk of Agra followed by a visit to the
Red Fort.
Return to the hotel with some time to relax and enjoy the resort facilities.
Later this afternoon, reconvene as a group and end the day with a sunset
visit to the Agra Fort, a gorgeous UNESCO World Heritage site. Built
in 1565 by the great Mughal ruler, Akbar, the citadel consists of marble
palaces, ornate alcoves and terraced pavilions. From the ramparts of
the fort, there is a lovely view of the gleaming white Taj Mahal in the
distance. Dinner is on your own this evening.
Overnight at the Oberoi Amarvilas (B,L)

DAY 6 AGRA / JAIPUR
As dawn breaks, watch the sun rise over the incomparable Taj Mahal.
Twenty-two years, twenty thousand workers, a thousand elephants,
an incalculable cost: the tale of the Taj can begin with statistics, but
numbers cannot begin to capture the poetry of the great monument.
This monument to love is perhaps the most beautiful structure on earth,
dazzling at first sight, and marvelous upon close inspection, inlaid with
precious stones on nearly every surface.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

A camel and rider in Pushkar.
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this evening for an introduction to common Indian spices, a cooking
demonstration and a delicious dinner of local specialties.
Overnight at the Oberoi Rajvilas (B,D)

DAYS 9-10 JAIPUR / PUSHKAR
This morning, we will drive to Pushkar, arriving at the height of the
Camel Fair festivities. The fair draws livestock traders from all over
western India, but that isn’t all. Like nearly every gathering large and
small across the country, the lunar calendar dictates the date of the
festival, thus transforming a mere livestock show into an auspicious
spiritual confluence of human and beast ordained by the heavens. There
are mystics and musicians, camel-wallahs and priests, and vendors plying
their wares from the far corners of Rajasthan. It’s a riot of color and
activity, from sacred bathing rituals to camel races.
Overnight at our tented camp (B,L,D)
Our tented camp at Pushkar provides a comfortable and secure haven for enjoying
the festivities.
NOTE: If you have pre-booked the optional Balloons Over Pushkar excursion, depart
early on the morning of Day 10 for this wondrous adventure.

DAY 11 PUSHKAR / ROHET
Enjoy some free time this morning before setting out for the oasis village
of Rohet. After arrival in Rohet, this afternoon is also at your leisure—
perhaps take a village walk around Rohet.
Overnight at Rohet Garh or Kesar Bagh Hotel (B,D)

A view of a ganguar boat from the Taj Lake Palace

As guests of either of these former stately residences, you will experience the famed
warmth of courteous Rajput hospitality amid sumptuous, regional décor. Landscaped
gardens create oases in the arid land of Marwar, inviting you to relax and soak up the
mesmerizing Rajasthani countryside.

DAY 12 ROHET / THAR DESERT
Today explore the Thar Desert, visiting local weavers, potters and the
tribal shepherds, the Bishnois. India’s first conservationists, the Bishnois
have a reputation for defending trees to the death. No animal is ever
harmed by these people and trees are never felled—wood is collected for
burning only once it has fallen to the ground. Enjoy a picnic lunch and
then spend the afternoon at your leisure.
Reconvene this evening at The Terrace for a traditional tribal music and
dance performance.
Overnight at Rohet Garh or Kesar Bagh Hotel (B,L)

DAY 13 RANAKPUR / UDAIPUR
This morning, depart for the spectacular Jain Temples at Ranakpur. This
marble complex is noted for its 29 halls supported by 1,444 pillars, each
uniquely adorned with hundreds of carved figures. As light streams into
the expansive halls, fantastic patterns take form creating an unmistakably
ethereal ambiance.
After lunch at the nearby Mountbatten Lodge, we will drive to Udaipur.
Laced with waterways and dotted with extravagant palaces, Udaipur is
known as the “Venice of the East.” After settling into our hotel, enjoy
the evening on your own, savoring the opportunity to explore or simply
relax at our fabulous hotel.
Overnight at the Taj Lake Palace (B,L)

A local kitchen in Rohet.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

The world-renowned Taj Lake Palace is in fact a converted white marble palace that
appears to float miraculously on the still waters of Lake Pichola. Perhaps the world’s
most romantic hotel, this 250-year old palace blends serenity and timeless opulence.
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Lounge amidst the unique architecture of the Taj Lake Palace.

DAY 14 UDAIPUR
This morning, tour the City Palace, set on lovely Lake Pichola. Built
during the 18th-century renaissance in the arts, this palace is one of
the largest palace complexes in the world and boasts extraordinary
craftsmanship. It houses priceless antiques, paintings, furniture and
everyday objects. Then take a stroll through the charming old
city streets.
This afternoon enjoy an exclusive boat ride on Lake Pichola. The
remainder of the afternoon is free to browse the shops on your own or
simply relax at the hotel. Tonight, reconvene for a farewell dinner at our
hotel’s acclaimed restaurant.
Overnight at the Taj Lake Palace (B,D)

DAY 15 UDAIPUR / DELHI
This morning is free to explore independently. Lose yourself in the many
alleys and temples or simply enjoy the hotel and its wonderful amenities.
We will fly back to Delhi as a group this afternoon and check into our
rooms at our hotel near the airport. You will have use of your room until
it is time to transfer back to the airport for your flights home.
Dayroom (or overnight) at the Trident Hotel Gurgaon (B)

DAY 16 DELHI / HOME OR EXTEND
If your flights have not yet departed, enjoy an early breakfast and then
transfer to the airport. Fly home, or begin a private custom extension to
another great destination in Asia or the Pacific. (B)

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742
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SEASONED EXPERTS
2. WHAT IS THE GROUP SIZE?

Boats adrift on the sacred Ganges River in Varanasi.

We travel in small groups, between 6 and 18 participants. We strive
to provide the best possible travel experience and believe large groups
preclude an intimate cultural experience. Please note that we reserve
the right to add special guests to any departure, including those with the
maximum number of participants. If a group falls below 6 participants,
your Travel Expert will contact you to discuss your options—either
converting the itinerary to a Custom Journey or transferring your booking
to another Small Group Departure. Per our Terms & Conditions, we
cannot be held responsible for additional expenses (air ticket changes and
fees, visa fees, medical expenses, etc.) incurred by group members whose
trip is cancelled or re-scheduled for any reason. We strongly advise against
the purchase of non-changeable and/or non-refundable airfares and urge
you to purchase comprehensive travel insurance.

TOUR LEADERS

3. HOW DIFFICULT IS THIS TRIP?

Our hand-picked Tour Leaders are the best in the business, possessing
an unparalleled understanding of our destinations’ art, culture and
history. They also boast skills in one of the most important parts of any
trip—human interaction. That, along with their intimate knowledge and
enthusiasm, distinguishes our Tour Leaders from others in the industry.

Expect moderate touring with much walking, often over uneven terrain.
It may be hot, humid and crowded at times. Outside of our hotels,
facilities and amenities may not be up to Western standards.

4. WHAT ABOUT THE WEATHER?
The states of Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh included in this itinerary are
generally delightful in October and November. Expect warm days, cool
nights and very little rainfall.

“Our Tour Leader was 100% genuine. He told the most
compelling stories about his life and family and was so
articulate about history, politics and all things in his country.”
— Polly D.., Small Group Travelers, 2016

EXPERIENCE COUNTS
We’ve been exploring the classic sights and road-less-traveled corners of
India for over 20 years. Our expertise runs deep, and that’s why we are
the tour operator of choice in India for the Harvard Museum of
Natural History, the World Wildlife Fund, Princeton University and
discerning individuals.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. WHERE DO WE STAY?
Our accommodations are of the highest level to be found in India,
including world-class hotels and former maharaja’s palaces. At
the festival we will enjoy private tents within a large, exclusive tent
compound. Please be prepared to only have periodic hot water at the
festival site. The size and location of our rooms are not uniform and will
vary across locations.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

5. SHOULD I EXERCISE BEFORE GOING ON
THE TRIP?
Most healthy people will have no problem completing the activities in
this program. But the answer is yes. It is always good to begin a journey
in good physical condition. It will contribute to your general well-being
and enjoyment of the trip. More important than your physical condition,
though, is a flexible attitude.

6. WHAT IS THE OPTIONAL BALLOONS OVER PUSHKAR EXCURSION?
This hot air balloon adventure over Pushkar affords an incredible bird’s
eye view of this colorful festival.
Please note that while every safety precaution is taken, hot air balloon
rides can be turbulent by nature and landings can be rough. Hot air
balloon rides are not suitable for anyone who is pregnant or has impaired
mobility, back or neck pain or general health issues.

7. WHAT ABOUT SHOPPING IN INDIA?
Shopping opportunities abound. Of particular note are the jewelry,
silver, rugs, textile and tapestries, pashmina shawls, spices and tea. Please
buy cautiously: gemstones or antiques may not be authentic. And please
refrain from buying products derived from endangered species.

Page 7

Treasures of India: Featuring the Pushkar Camel Fair

THE FINE PRINT
INCLUSIONS

EXCLUSIONS

Guaranteed departures for all group trips with a minimum of
6 passengers.

All airfare. Estimates do not include current taxes and surcharges and
are subject to change without notice.

Twin-sharing accommodations. In the unlikely event that specified hotels
are not available for a given departure, we reserve the right to make
suitable same-class substitutions without notice. Single Supplement: A
single supplement must be paid under the following conditions: 1. If
single accommodations are requested, (once requested, single supplement
changes are not allowed without prior approval, or penalties may apply)
or: 2. If we cannot match you with a same gender roommate, or: 3. If
you reject your roommate either before or during the trip (a room of
your own is not guaranteed in this instance, and is subject to availability).

Visas. It is your responsibility to obtain necessary visas for India and any
additional destinations visited during your travels. Please visit
atj.com/visas for assistance.

Meals as designated on the itinerary, when taken with the group. Nonalcoholic beverages, bottled water and local beer included with all group
meals. Bottled water included during all touring.

Tips for your tour leader are not included but are greatly appreciated.
We suggest as a guideline the figure of $20
per person per day.

Airport transfers for group flights; all transfers to and from hotels for
group activities and sightseeing tours unless you separate from the group
after the completion of the group activity.

ADDITIONAL INSURANCE OF ANY KIND, including trip
cancellation/interruption/delay, additional medical and lost baggage
insurance. (We highly recommend that you purchase these items!)

All tips for ground staff, drivers, and hotel porters, etc. Members
requiring special or additional services from ground staff should plan to
tip accordingly.

Any and all expenses resulting from delays arising beyond our direct
control due to bad weather, trail, river, sea, and/or road conditions;
sickness; government action; and any other transportation delays for any
reason beyond our direct control.

Entrance fees, camera fees, domestic and international airport departure
taxes for group flights, domestic permits.
Pre-departure materials, including a customized Travel Guide with
background information, packing list, cultural primer, medical information
and reading list.
A $300,000 Emergency Medical Evacuation policy, and a $5,000
Emergency Medical Insurance and Assistance policy.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742

All snacks, extra personal beverages & bottled water, etc. other than
during designated group meals.
Passport, video fees, excess baggage fees, laundry, medical
and evacuation expenses and any other items of a personal nature not
specifically included above.

Sufficient funds should be carried for this possibility. Credits may not be
available for group arrangements missed for the previous reasons.
Optional activities, free-day activities, including any additional stopover
arrangements not specifically included in the group itinerary. We can of
course make additional arrangements for you. Extra charges will apply.
Note: Prices subject to change. Itinerary and all terms & conditions subject to
change without notice, either before departure or after commencement of the program.
Due to frequent changes in air schedules and the complex nature of this itinerary, the
possibility does exist that the order of events may change from what is reflected herein.
All programs are subject to the ‘Terms and Conditions’ and ‘Responsibilities’ sections
of our sign-up packet.
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BOOK YOUR INDIA ADVENTURE

Lounge amidst the unique architecture of the Taj Lake Palace.

TRIP OVERVIEW
INTERNAL AIR
Prices are approximate and subject to change until ticketed.

INCLUDES
Gorgeous accommodations, expert tour leadership, most meals, medical
and evacuation insurance, etc. See Inclusions for complete list.

TRIPS AT A GLANCE
Departure
Date

Land
Cost

Oct 27 - Nov 11, 2019 $11,545

Balloon Over
Pushkar
Internal Single
Air
Supplement Option
$585

$4,565

$370

INTERNATIONAL AIR
Please call our in-house air department for a current quote.

DESTINATIONS

BOOK YOUR TRIP

Delhi, Varanasi, Sarnath, Agra, Jaipur, Amber, Pushkar, Rohetgarh,
Ranakpur, Udaipur, remote villages.

Call or email a Travel Expert to collaborate on creating
your custom trip of a lifetime.

CUSTOMIZE IT

travel@atj.com
800-642-2742

This journey can be made on a private basis around your dates for just
you, your friends or family. Or add on a private pre-trip or post-trip
extension.

TRAVEL SOLO
We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining our small group
trips.
For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

ATJ.com | travel@atj.com | 800.642.2742
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