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TRADITIONAL NOMADIC CULTURE, CAMEL TREK, GER 
CAMPS, GOBI DESERT, ANCIENT BUDDHIST CULTURE, 
UNIQUE WILDLIFE  
Mongolia is home to one of  the world’s last remaining nomadic cultures—a proud people living 
in symbiosis with their horses and the landscape. Though the remnants of  Soviet architecture 
languish in Mongolia’s larger cities, traditional Mongolian life, which has persisted since the time 
of  Genghis Khan, continues, with little change. Most Mongolians still adhere to Tibetan-style 
Buddhist beliefs and live in collapsible gers (yurts). Ever attentive to the needs of  their livestock 
and beloved horses, they move with the seasons in the same ancient patterns as their ancestors.

This journey follows in the path of  these nomads, venturing across steppe and pastureland in the 
lush, rolling hills and forests of  the north and ending in the arid Gobi Desert in the south. In each 
ecosystem, these resilient people have learned to adapt to meet the challenges of  the environment. 
Mongolia is one of  those rare places to visit that still feels truly wild and remote. Join us in an 
immersion into this unique culture and landscape, respectful of  our role as guests of  the hospitable 
nomadic people.

INDULGE YOUR 
WANDERLUST
Ø Get to know the local nomads over traditional 

Mongolian feasts

Ø Attend a local Naadam festival, a celebration of  
rich Mongolia culture

Ø Ride a camel in the Gobi Desert just as local 
nomads have for generations

Ø Explore Mongolia’s varied landscapes: deserts, 
steppes, forests and mountains

Ø Marvel at the mysterious ancient megaliths known 
as the Uushgiin Deer Stones

Ø Learn about Mongolia’s rich paleontological record

Ø Stay in comfortable, furnished gers (traditional 
collapsible yurts)

Ø Tour with an expert on nomadic Mongolian culture

TRAVEL SOLO
We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining 
our small group trips. 

For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

BOOK EARLY. BOOK OFTEN.
Reward your travel addiction with 5% discounts for 
early bookings and repeat travelers on small group trips. 
For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

MONGOLIA
Small Group Trip    13 Days

PATH OF THE NOMAD

Gers are the traditional dwellings of  the Mongolian nomad.
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DAILY ITINERARY
Note: Initials B, L, D after each day’s descriptions indicate which meals are included 
in the land cost of  the trip.

DAY 1 ULAANBAATAR
Welcome to Mongolia. Upon arrival in Ulaanbaatar, you will be 
transferred to our hotel to meet our Tour Leader and your fellow 
travelers. The remainder of  the day is free to relax or explore on  
your own.

Overnight at the Premier Tuushin Hotel 

Located in the heart of  historic Ulaanbaatar, the Premier Tuushin Hotel features 
spacious guestrooms that fuse contemporary and traditional design. Large windows 
provide lovely views of  the rapidly developing capital city.

DAY 2 ULAANBAATAR 
Begin the day with a visit to Gandan Monastery, the seat of  Tibetan 
Buddhism in Mongolia. Despite Stalinist attempts to suppress religion, 
Mongolia’s spirituality persisted and resurged in 1990 when Mongolia 
became a democracy. These days, Monastery doors across the country 
are open to worshippers and the lamas who survived the Soviet purges 
are training an enthusiastic new generation. 

Also visit the recently renovated Chenrezi and Kalachakra temples, as 
well as the magnificent statue of  Migjid Jamraisig, known as “the lord 
who looks in every direction.” This 82-foot high statue, gilded in pure 
gold and clothed in silk and precious stones, completely fills the largest of  
Gandan’s temples. 

Next, join a Mongolian paleontologist for a behind-the-scenes tour of  a 
local laboratory and examine the latest dinosaur fossils excavated from 

the field. Back in town, we will reconvene for a welcome dinner at a 
favorite local restaurant.

Overnight at the Premier Tuushin Hotel (B,L,D)  

DAY 3 ULAANBAATAR / HUSTAI NURUU NATIONAL 
PARK
After breakfast, drive approximately two hours to Hustai Nuruu 
National Park, also known as Khustain Nuruu (“the birch mountains”). 
This preserve is home to the last remaining species of  wild horse, the 
takhi or Przewalski’s Horse, as it is also commonly known. 

Twenty-five years after becoming extinct in the wild, the takhi was 
reintroduced to the Mongolian steppe from zoo populations by the 
Foundation for the Preservation and Protection of  the Przewalski’s 
Horse. Sixteen horses were flown from the Netherlands to Mongolia in 
1994, and about 280 now roam reintroduction sites in Mongolia and 
China. Learn about current conservation efforts and the status of  the 
herds found within the reserve at the visitor’s center, then venture out 
to spot these beautiful horses in their natural habitat. 

After lunch continue on to Ongot, the largest burial complex in 
Central Asia. This vast plain of  tombs is littered with mysterious stone 
figures from the Turkic period (7th - 9th centuries). They provide 
historians with a rare, tangible record of  the Turkic culture. 

Dinner will be served at our hotel this evening

Overnight at the Premium Tuushin Hotel (B,L,D)

Wild horses roam the Hustai Nuruu National Park.

TRIP OVERVIEW
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DAY 4 LAKE HOVSGOL
After breakfast, fly north to Mörön, the capital of  Hovsgol Province. On 
arrival, drive to Lake Hovsgol, passing through rolling hills and  
forested mountains. 

En route, stop to visit Uushgiin Deer Stones one of  the best-preserved 
monuments of  its kind in Mongolia. Dating back thousands of  years, the 
Uushgiin Deer Stones are comprised of  14 magnificently preserved stele, 
lined up from north to south. The front stone is carved with a human 
face on top and is the only one its kind to have been found. Awareness of  
the mysterious megaliths has increased in the last several years as a result 
of  the Smithsonian Institute’s research work at the site.

Drive another three hours to Lake Hovsgol, Mongolia’s largest lake. This 
crystal clear alpine lake, known as Mongolia’s “dark blue pearl,” is 85 
miles in length and 18 miles in width, and is fed by over 90 streams and 
rivers. It is situated among some of  the most pristine forests, mountains, 
and meadows in the world. Bird life and wildflowers abound, and you 
will have ample time to discover the lake’s secrets during your two full 
days here. 

On arrival, settle in to your gers and spend the rest of  the evening 
exploring the lakeshore.

Overnight at Ashikhai Ger Camp (B,L,D)

The Ashikhai Ger Camp exemplifies simple, Mongolia ger living. Sleeping gers are 
outfitted with hardwood floors, hand-carved and painted furniture and comfortable 
beds. The communal log-cabin lodge offers a cozy retreat for meals or a cool drink after 
a long day of  touring.

DAY 5 NAADAM FESTIVAL
This morning, drive to a nearby local village to attend their traditional 
Naadam Festival. Tucked away from the increasing tourist crowds 
attending the Naadam games in Ulaanbaatar, this local Naddam 
celebration offers an intimate experience to mingle with the locals for a 
day of  fun and excitement. The festivities feature many different sorts of  
horse races, wrestling matches, archery demonstrations and lasso trials—
all definitive of  the local nomadic culture. 

The Naadam is more than just a venue for Mongolia’s athletes to show 
off  their skills, it is also a cherished tradition for Mongolians to enjoy the 
warm, sunny days of  summer in the company of  family and friends.

Overnight at Ashikhai Ger Camp (B,L,D) 

DAY 6 LAKE HOVSGOL  
Spend the day exploring the lakeshore and the surrounding meadows 
and mountains. Enjoy nature walks, kayak on the lake or sample 
Mongolian-style horseback riding. There will also be the opportunity to 
visit local nomads’ dwellings and experience the ancient nomadic culture 
first-hand.

Overnight at Ashikhai Ger Camp (B,L,D) 

DAY 7 LAKE HOVSGOL / ULAANBAATAR  
After breakfast, return to Mörön for our flight back to Ulaanbaatar, 
stopping at Lake Irkh for a picnic lunch. Lake Irkh is a small, pristine lake 
in the midst of  the steppe that is home to a variety of  birds.

Back in Ulaanbaatar, check into our familiar hotel and thenreconvene 
for dinner at a local restaurant emblematic of  the city’s surprisingly 
cosmopolitan culinary scene.

Overnight at the Premier Tuushin Hotel (B,L,D) 

DAY 8 ULAANBAATAR / GORKHI-TERELJ  
NATIONAL PARK
After breakfast drive to nearby Gorkhi-Terelj National park. Comprised 
of  the southern Khentii mountain range, this mountain, forest, steppe 
region provides habitat for a variety of  animals, such as the endangered 
musk deer and moose, brown bear, roe, elk, wolf, fox and badger. 

En route, stop and see the Genghis Khaan Statue Complex. This Uushgiin Deer Stones.

Stunning traditional style pagodas are justifiably iconic.



ATJ.com  |  travel@atj.com  |  800.642.2742 Page 5 Path of  the Nomad

recently-built 131-foot tall, steel statue of  Genghis Khaan on horseback 
is considered the biggest of  its kind in the world. It is located at the 
site of  Tsonjin Boldog, where Genghis Khaan is said to have found 
a horsewhip, a sign that he would unite the numerous nations of  the 
world. If  you wish, ascend to the mane of  the horse statue to savor views 
of  the surrounding area. There is also a chance to learn more about the 
ancient empires of  Mongolia through the fine collections and exhibits in 
the private museums located in the statue’s basement.

In the afternoon, hike along a steep road and across a wooden 
suspension bridge to dramatically set Aryabal Monastery. The 108 
steps leading up to the monastery are lined with signboards displaying 
Buddha’s teachings.

Time permitting, sample traditional Mongolian horseback riding before 
returning to Ulaanbaatar for dinner.

Overnight at the Premier Tuushin Hotel (B,L,D)  

DAY 9 GOBI DESERT / YOL VALLEY NATIONAL PARK
This morning, fly to the Gobi Desert, a fascinating and diverse region 
that gave rise to some of  the most important paleontological discoveries 
of  the 20th century. The Gobi is also home to plenty of  extant fauna, 
such as Bactrian camels, argali mountain sheep, goitered gazelle, golden 
eagles, saker falcons, jerboas (similar to kangaroo rats) and a variety of  
endemic reptiles. 

Upon arrival, drive approximately one hour to Yol Valley National Park, 
cradled in the foothills of  the Altai Mountains. An ancient river carved 
this surprisingly green valley, and its remnant streams create ice formations 
that sometimes persist as late as July. A hike through the valley leads to the 
habitat of  indigenous vulture-like Lammergeiers, Altai snowcocks, ibex, yaks, 
and Argali mountain sheep. After exploring the valley, visit the local natural 
history museum for an overview of  the flora and fauna of  the surrounding 
area. 

Then drive another two hours to our accommodations near 

Gurvansaikhan Gobi National Park. After settling in, visit a local 
Bactrian Camel-breeding family and learn about the importance of  these 
rugged animals in the Gobi. Perhaps learn how the camels are milked or 
explore the area by camelback. 

Dinner will be at our lodge this evening.

Overnight at the Three Camels Lodge (B,L,D)

Voted one of  the Top 50 Ecolodges by National Geographic Adventure, the Three 
Camels Lodge offers guests an informal, relaxed atmosphere complimented by 
Mongolian artifacts and traditional design. Guests stay in their own cozy gers, while 
restaurant, bar, bath and shower facilities are located in the main lodge building. The 
lodge is admirably committed to environmentally and culturally sustainable operations.

DAY 10 GOBI DESERT 
Begin the day with a drive to Moltsog Els, one of  the few regions of  the 
Gobi covered by sand dunes. We may also have an opportunity to visit a 
nomadic family here to learn about their traditional ways of  life. 

After lunch, walk up a nearby mountain to visit Bulgan Temple, a 
meditation temple perched on its peak. This is the first active meditation 
temple in this area since 1990. Enjoy spectacular views and a chance to 
explore the surrounding area before returning to the lodge.

Overnight at the Three Camels Lodge (B,L,D)

DAY 11 GOBI DESERT 
This morning, set out for the white-sandstone escarpment of  Tugrugyn 
Shiree. It was here the famous “Fighting Dinosaurs” fossil of  a 
Protoceratops and Velociraptor locked in combat position was discovered 
in the 1970’s.  

Next visit the oasis town of  Bulgan, fed by a rare natural spring. Bulgan 
has one of  the only farms in the Gobi, which supplies local ger camps 
with fruits and vegetables.

Later this afternoon, drive to the legendary Flaming Cliffs, so named 
for the orange glow of  the rocks at sunset. It was here in 1923 that Dr. 
Roy Chapman Andrews and his exploration team from the American 
Museum of  Natural History found the first nest of  dinosaur eggs the 

Lake Hovsgol, Mongolia’s largest lake.

Camels are the most efficient forms of  transportation in the Gobi Desert.



ATJ.com  |  travel@atj.com  |  800.642.2742 Page 6 Path of  the Nomad

world had ever seen. Although not obvious to the untrained eye, the 
red sandstone of  the Flaming Cliffs is rich with dinosaur fossils, and 
paleontological expeditions continue to make significant discoveries at 
this site.

Return to our familiar eco-lodge in time for dinner.

Overnight at the Three Camels Lodge (B,L,D)

DAY 12 GOBI DESERT / ULAANBAATAR
After breakfast, transfer to the local airport for our flight back  
to Ulaanbaatar.

Upon arrival, drive through downtown Ulaanbaatar to the National 
History Museum for an excellent overview of  Mongolia’s history and 
culture. The newly remodeled museum displays traditional implements 
of  daily nomadic life, including Stone and Bronze Age artifacts, historical 
costumes of  Mongolia’s minority tribes, sacred religious relics, and 
agricultural, fishing, and hunting equipment.

This evening, say goodbye to Mongolia with a performance featuring 
traditional Mongolian dancers and khoomi throat singers followed by 
a farewell dinner at a favorite local restaurant. The remainder of  the 
evening is free to enjoy your last night in Ulaanbaatar.

Overnight at the Premier Tuushin Hotel (B,L,D)

DAY 13 ULAANBAATAR / HOME OR EXTEND
Today, you will be transferred to the airport for your flights home. Or 
begin a private extension elsewhere in Asia or the Pacific. (B)

The Three Camels Lodge overlooks the Gobi Landscape.
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reserve the right to add special guests to any departure, including 
those with the maximum number of  participants. If  a group falls 
below 8 participants, your Travel Expert will contact you to discuss 
your options—either converting the itinerary to a Custom Journey 
or transferring your booking to another Small Group Trip. Per our 
Terms & Conditions, we cannot be held responsible for additional 
expenses (air ticket changes and fees, visa fees, medical expenses, etc.) 
incurred by group members whose trip is canceled or re-scheduled 
for any reason. We strongly advise against the purchase of  non-
changeable and/or non-refundable airfares and urge you to purchase 
comprehensive travel insurance.

4. WHAT ABOUT THE WEATHER?
Mid-summer offers a narrow window of  pleasant weather in Mongolia 
and coincides with the best wildlife-viewing season. Temperatures 
typically average around 65°F during the day and drop to 40–50°F at 
night. Temperatures are substantially warmer in the Gobi Desert, often 
upward of  90°F during the day. Weather can be unpredictable even at 
this time—be prepared for heat, wind, rain or even snow and freezing 
temperatures at night in the north. 

5. SHOULD I EXERCISE BEFORE GOING ON  
THE TRIP?
This trip features a fair amount of  walking over rocky and/or sandy 
terrain and sometimes in hot, cold or windy weather conditions. 
Though a support vehicle is always close by, travelers are expected to 
be able to complete walks on their own. More important than fitness, 
however, is a flexible attitude.

TOUR LEADERS
Our hand-picked Tour Leaders are the best in the business, possessing 
an unparalleled understanding of  our destinations’ art, culture and 
history. They also boast skills in one of  the most important parts of  any 
trip—human interaction. That, along with their intimate knowledge and 
enthusiasm, distinguishes our Tour Leaders from others in the industry.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS
Our expertise in Mongolia is second to none. That’s why we are the 
tour operator of  choice in Mongolia travel for the Harvard Museum of  
Natural History and other notable institutions, as well as for  
discerning individuals.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. HOW STRENUOUS IS THE TRIP? 
Overall, this is a moderately paced tour. Expect some long drives on 
unpaved roads, which can be dusty, bumpy and difficult for those 
prone to motion sickness. In general, Mongolia is not a destination that 
should be chosen for its creature comforts. A tourism infrastructure of  
international standards is not in place, and the cuisine may lack variety, 
particularly for those with dietary restrictions. A number of  nights will be 
spent in traditional gers (yurts), which are often quite basic. Be prepared 
for an adventure!

2. WHERE DO WE STAY?
Our hotel in Ulaanbaatar is centrally located and provides all the 
necessary comforts. In all other locations, we will stay in gers (large, round 
tents, made of  felt and canvas with a collapsible wood frame). A stove, 
usually in the center of  the ger, provides heat, and twin western-style beds 
are provided. Toilet and shower facilities are usually located in communal 
bathhouses detached from the sleeping gers. Please note that hot water 
may not always be available.

3. WHAT IS THE GROUP SIZE?
We travel in small groups, between 8 and 14 participants. We strive 
to provide the best possible travel experience and believe large 
groups preclude an intimate cultural experience. Please note that we 

“ Our Tour Leader was outstanding. His knowledge  
of  the country, personality and professionalism  
were unequaled.”  
— Susan & Joel O., Small Group Travelers, 2016

SEASONED EXPERTS
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EXCLUSIONS
All airfare. Estimates do not include current taxes and surcharges and 
are subject to change without notice.

Visas. It is your responsibility to obtain necessary visas for Mongolia and 
any additional destinations visited during your travels. Please visit  
atj.com/visas for assistance. 

All snacks, extra personal beverages & bottled water, etc. other than 
during designated group meals.

Passport, video fees, excess baggage fees, laundry, medical and 
evacuation expenses and any other items of  a personal nature not 
specifically included above.

Tips for your tour leader are not included but are greatly appreciated. 
We suggest as a guideline the figure of  $20 per person per day. 

ADDITIONAL INSURANCE OF ANY KIND, including trip 
cancellation/interruption/delay, air ticket cancellation, additional 
medical and lost baggage insurance. (We highly recommend that you 
purchase these items!) 

Any and all expenses resulting from delays arising beyond our direct 
control due to bad weather, trail, river, sea, and/or road conditions; 
sickness; government action; and any other transportation delays for any 
reason beyond our direct control. Sufficient funds should be carried for 
this possibility. 

Credits may not be available for group arrangements missed for the 
previous reasons. 

Optional activities, free-day activities, including any additional stopover 
arrangements not specifically included in the group itinerary. We can of  
course make additional arrangements for you. Extra charges will apply.

Note: Prices subject to change. Itinerary and all terms & conditions subject to 
change without notice, either before departure or after commencement of  the program. 
Due to frequent changes in air schedules and the complex nature of  this itinerary, the 
possibility does exist that the order of  events may change from what is reflected herein. 
All programs are subject to the ‘Terms and Conditions’ and ‘Responsibilities’ sections 
of  our sign-up packet.

INCLUSIONS
Guaranteed departures for all group trips with a minimum of   
8 passengers. 

Twin-sharing accommodations. In the unlikely event that specified hotels 
are not available for a given departure, we reserve the right to make 
suitable same-class substitutions without notice. 

Single Supplement: A single supplement must be paid under the 
following conditions: 1. If  single accommodations are requested, (once 
requested, single supplement changes are not allowed without prior 
approval, or penalties may apply) or: 2. If  we cannot match you with a 
same gender roommate, or: 3. If  you reject your roommate either before 
or during the trip (a room of  your own is not guaranteed in this instance, 
and is subject to availability). 

Meals as designated on the itinerary, when taken with the group. Non-
alcoholic beverages, bottled water and local beer included with all group 
meals. Bottled water included during all touring.

Airport transfers for group flights; all transfers to and from hotels for 
group activities and sightseeing tours unless you separate from the group 
after the completion of  the group activity. 

All tips for ground staff, drivers, and hotel porters, etc. Members 
requiring special or additional services from ground staff  should plan to 
tip accordingly. 

Entrance fees, camera fees, domestic and international airport departure 
taxes for group flights, domestic permits.

Pre-departure materials, including a customized Travel Guide with 
background information, packing list, cultural primer, medical 
information and reading list. 

A $300,000 Emergency Medical Evacuation policy, and a $5,000 
Emergency Medical Insurance and Assistance policy.

THE FINE PRINT
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TRIP OVERVIEW

INTERNAL AIR
Prices are approximate and subject to change until ticketed.

INCLUDES 
High-end hotels and comfortable lodges in remote areas, expert tour 
leadership, meals, medical and evacuation insurance, etc. See Inclusions for 
complete list.

INTERNATIONAL AIR
Please call our in-house air department for a current quote.

DESTINATIONS
Ulaanbaatar, Hustai Nuruu National Park, Lake Hovsgol, Gorkhi-Terelj 
National Park, Gobi Desert, Flaming Cliffs, Yol Valley National Park.

CUSTOMIZE IT
This itinerary can be made into a private, custom journey tailored to 
your dates and preferences. Or add on a private pre-trip or  
post-trip extension.

TRAVEL SOLO
We have progressive policies for solo travelers joining our small group 
trips. For details visit atj.com/group-trips.

BOOK YOUR MONGOLIA ADVENTURE

TRIPS AT A GLANCE

Departure
Date

Internal
Air

Single
Supplemental

Land 
Cost

Jul 6- 18, 2019 $550 $2,225$8,595 

BOOK YOUR TRIP
Call or email a Travel Expert to collaborate on creating 
your custom trip of  a lifetime.

travel@atj.com 
800-642-2742

Herder Boy


